
Turf Questions and Answers 
 
Q: Why isn’t the turf field being installed over the main grass football field? 
 
A: For these reasons the turf field is separate: 
 

• Replacing the existing football field with turf does not add usable field space and would 
remove the soundest grass field. 

• Due to the track’s oval shape, regulation soccer and lacrosse fields cannot be installed 
inside. 

• Football now practices on the baseball outfield, degrading the outfield grass. Football 
practice will be relocated to the main grass football field.  

• Softball will now have a field to practice and play games on when weather conditions 
would not normally allow for play on a grass field.  

• Baseball will now have a dedicated field, allowing for permanent fencing where football 
currently practices. 

 
 
Q:  Why are lights being installed on the turf field? 
 
A:  Turf allows for substantially increased field use time over a grass field and lighting allows play 
time to be extended into the evening and on rainy days. The proposed LED sports lighting system 
cuts energy consumption by as much as 80% compared to a traditional sports light system, and 
provides control that virtually eliminates glare, sky glow and light spill. 
 
 
Q: Is grass safer for athletes than turf? 
 
A: Many studies have shown that there is a negligible or non-existent difference in the prevalence 
of injuries between turf and grass surfaces. The modern turf surface has evolved and improved 
as compared to the original turf; making the surface much safer and more consistent than in 
years past.  Grass is also less safe after rain. 
 
 
Q: What is the life expectancy of the turf fields? 
 
A: Although, turf fields are often cited as lasting for 10 to 12 years, the life expectancy will depend 
on field use and maintenance. The good news is that the cost to replace the surface of a synthetic 
turf field is less than the cost of initial installation because only the ‘carpet’ or surface is 
replaced. The full cost of installation includes the removal of dirt layers and installation of 
subterranean drainage systems. These systems do not require replacement with the same 
frequency as the turf surface and tend to last for decades. 



 
 
Q: What is the cost of the equipment necessary to install and maintain these turf fields? 
 
A: A grooming machine will be needed to clean the surface of the synthetic turf and level and 
spread the infill material. This maintenance improves the appearance, drainage and field 
performance. This piece of equipment costs approximately $5,000 with a useful life of twelve 
years and is included in the project cost.            
 
Q: What is the ongoing cost to maintain these turf fields? 
 
A: Generally speaking, turf fields have lower maintenance costs as compared to grass fields 
because no mowing, irrigation, fertilizer or pesticides are required, meaning less water usage and 
a reduction in pollutant-laden storm water runoff. 
 
 
Q: Are turf fields safe? 
 
A: Yes, numerous independent studies from groups such as the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and New York State 
Department of Health have validated the safety of synthetic turf. 
 
https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/synthetic_turf/crumb-
rubber_infilled/fact_sheet.htm 
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