
P a g e  1

C e n t r a l  S C h o o l  D i S t r i C t

Committed to the Pursuit of Life-Long Learning

May 2009 news froM

verill Park Central school 
District residents will vote  
May 19 on a proposed  

$55,950,456 budget for the 2009-10  
school year.
 The budget calls for a projected 4.63 
percent spending increase and a 0% 
tax-levy increase. 
 
Budget highlights:
 averill Park’s proposed budget 
includes funding to maintain existing 
programs and services in a difficult State 
and national fiscal climate:

 No staff layoffs. Staffing decreases were 
made possible through retirements. 

 educational programs remain intact. 

 Provides academic support services 
including, Cares, alternative 
Learning and GeD program.

 Continues to support district class size 
guidelines at the K-5 level.

 offers essential student connections to 
the school community through extra-
curricular clubs, athletics, visual  

a

There will be 0% Tax Levy Increase 
under the proposed spending plan

Residents to 
vote May 19 
on proposed 
school budget

Voters to decide three separate ballot issues
Residents will consider three ballot 

propositions, that ask in essence:

  Whether the proposed $55,950,456 
budget should be adopted. 

 Whether the board of education 
should be authorized to purchase 
eleven school buses for an esti-
mated maximum cost of $812,000 
Averill Park would receive state 
aid for an estimated 78 percent of 
the cost. The district would bor-

row money to pay for the buses, 
which would be paid back over a 
five year period.

 Which candidates should be 
elected to fill two (2) three-year 
seats on the board of education. 
Residents Louis Morizio, Chris 
Foster, Bill Reinhardt, Jessica Zweig 
and Peter Schaefer, are vying for 
the seats currently held by Regina 
Cristo and Chris Shaw, who are not 
running for re-election. 

Continued on Page 2

APHS Students Set to Compete at Odyssey 
of the Mind World Finals! 

Odyssey of the Mind is an international 
educational program that provides creative 
problem-solving opportunities for students from 
kindergarten through college. Students apply 
their creativity to solve problems that range from 
building mechanical devices to presenting their 
own interpretations of literary classics.

After winning the coveted Renatra Fusca 
Creativity Award (which is the highest honor 
given by Odyssey of the Mind) at the State 
Championship, the team is now heading to the 
world finals in Iowa in May.  Good luck!

Algonquin Middle 
School’s BIGGEST 
FOOD DRIVE EVER 
was a HUGE success!  

The students set a record 
and donated 3,000 food 
items totaling 2,695 lbs. 
to Doors of Hope.
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Residents to vote on proposed budget

What happens 
if residents 
vote no on 
the budget?
If Averill Park’s 
proposed budget is 
defeated, the district 
can hold another vote 
and offer residents 
either the same or 
a revised budget, 
or it can adopt a 
contingency budget 
that would limit how 
much spending  
could increase.

If a budget is 
twice defeated, 
the district must 
adopt a contingency 
budget. The proposed 
$55,950,456 budget 
is $1.3 million 
below the contingent 
budget cap allowed 
by law. A contingent 
budget will require 
cutting $41,000 of 
equipment from the 
proposed budget, 
along with  
the continuation 
of charging fees to 
community groups 
using District facilities. 

and performing arts and 
student learning. 

 Provides transportation services 
for all students, as well as 
maintaining the District’s long-
range bus replacement plan.

 Continues the multi-year 
technology replacement plan 
to upgrade and enhance the 
district’s aging computers, 
software and related technology.

 Budget is below contingent cap.

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

The Board 
of Education 

discounts school 
taxes for residents 

who are over 
age 65 and meet 

income guidelines. 
These discounts 
must be applied 

for annually at the 
town assessor’s 

office.

Annual income range Exemption

$0 - $27,000 .......................................... 50%

$27,001 - 28,000 ................................... 45%

$28,001 - $29,000 ................................. 40%

$29,001 - $30,000 ................................. 35%

$30,001 - $30,900 ................................. 30%

$30,901 - $31,800 ................................. 25%

$31,801 - $32,700 ................................. 20%

$32,701 - $33,600 ................................. 15%

$33,601 - $34,500 ................................. 10%

$34,501 - $35,400 ................................... 5%

Continued from Page 1

Poestenkill Elementary Holds Jump Rope for Heart Event and Raises Over $13,000!!

157 Poestenkill Elementary 
School students in grades 3, 
4, and 5 raised over $13,000 
at their Jump Rope for Heart 
(JRFH) event. In the past 16 
years Poestenkill has raised 
a total of $109,410 to help 
fight heart disease. 

George Washington and 
Poestenkill Elementary 
Students Perform with the 
Albany Symphony Orchestra 

Fifth grade chorus students from George 
Washington and Poestenkill Elementary 
schools perform with the Albany Symphony 
Orchestra (including Averill Park’s own Scott 
Stacey on percussion) to a sold out crowd at 
the new EMPAC facility at RPI.
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Averill Park’s 
Class of 2008 
  84% of graduates 
earned Regents 
diplomas and 42% of 
those students earned 
Regents Diplomas 
with advanced 
designation by 
completing additional 
requirements in 
science, math and 
foreign languages. 

  13 students 
achieved a CTE 
(Career Technical 
Education) 
endorsement on 
their diplomas 
through Questar III 
coursework.

  79% of the Class 
of 2008 plans to 
continue their formal 
education. Colleges 
included: Albany 
College of Pharmacy, 
Clarkson University, 
Clemson University, 
Embry-Riddle, 
Hamilton College, 
Modern Welding 
School, Northeastern 
University, Pace 
University, RPI, RIT, 
Russell Sage College, 
Siena College, 
Syracuse University, 
and the University 
of Ohio, and various 
State Universities  
of New York. 

Did You Know?

  More than 1,300 
students and  
100 teachers 
volunteer through 
the district’s Service 
Learning program.  

  Of our Fall Varsity 
Sports Teams, all 8  
maintained a team 
wide grade point 
average of 90 or 
higher, earning them 
scholar-athlete status 
by the New York State 
Public High School  
Athletic Association. 

REVENUES:  Where money comes from to pay for Averill Park’s schools

State aid
When state aid for both 
operating and capital expenses 
are combined, it provides more 
than 49 percent of Averill 
Park’s revenues. 

Local taxes 
Local taxes provide around 
43 percent of the district’s 
revenues.

 Actual Proposed Change in
Source 2008-09 2009-10 $ Amount
of Revenue Budget Budget from 2008-09

State Aid Operating: $20,673,578 $20,616,088 ($57,490)

Local School Tax: 24,048,007 24,048,007 0

State Aid Capital: 5,064,501 6,864,501 1,800,000

Miscellaneous: 1,883,733 1,883,733 0

Fund Balance: 1,005,716 1,615,809 610,093

Debt Service Transfer: 800,000 922,318 122,318

Total: $53,475,535 $55,950,456 $2,474,921

EXPENSES:  How money is spent for Averill Park’s schools

 Actual Proposed Change in
 2008-09 2009-10 $ Amount
Expenses Budget Budget from 2008-09

Operating Expenses

Personnel - Salaries $27,920,912 $28,224,633 $303,721

Personnel - Benefits 11,492,486 11,996,188 503,702

Non-Personnel Items 7,961,821 7,707,001 (254,820)

Total Operating Expenses $47,375,219 $47,927,822 $552,603

Capital Expenses

Debt Service Buildings $5,382,066 $7,525,991 $2,143,925

Debt Service Buses 718,250 496,643 (221,607)

Total Capital Expenses $6,100,316 $8,022,634 $1,922,318

Total $53,475,535 $55,950,456 $2,474,921

Interesting Facts
  Averill Park’s 73 school buses 
travel more than 1 million miles 
each year!

  The FACS (Family and Consumer 
Service) program at Algonquin 
Middle School worked on the 
following projects this year:

 75 blankets were made for 
needy children throughout  
the country.

 100 pillows have been sewn 
for cardiac patients at Albany 
Medical Center.

 200 pairs of shoes have been 
collected for children and 
adults throughout the world 
that did not have them.

 125 loaves of bread have  
been baked for the Doors of 
Hope in West Sand Lake, our 
local food pantry.

REVENUES EXPENSES

State Aid 
(Operating 
Expenses)  
         = 36.84%

Local School 
Taxes = 
42.98%

Salaries  
= 50.45%

Benefits =  
21.44%

Non-
Personnel 
Operating 
Expenses 
= 13.77%

Debt Service
(Buildings)  
= 13.45%

Debt Service
(Buses) = .89%State Aid 

(Capital 
Expenses) 
= 12.27%

Misc. 
= 3.37%

Debt Service 
Transfers 

= 1.65%%

Fund  
Balance
= 2.89% 
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steve Valente

administration
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for more information,
please call the district at (518) 674-7066
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8439 Miller Hill road, st. 1
averill Park, new york 12018

Basic STAR exemption impact
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings:

Who may vote?
In order to vote, you must be at least 18 
years old, a U.S. citizen, and a resident of 
the Averill Park CSD for at least 30 days 
prior to May 19.  Advance registration is 
NOT required however, you will be asked 
to show proof of residency. Such forms 
may include a driver’s license, a non-
driver identification card, a utility bill, or 
a voter registration card. 

Where do we vote?
Averill Park High School auxiliary gym

 Polls are open from 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

still have questions?
Visit the school district Web site

 www.averillpark.k12.ny.us

Averill Park Central School District
School diStrict budget noticeSchool districts are required by 

state law to mail this information to 
all households within the district. 

If you would like additional 
information about the proposed 
budget, please call the 
Superintendent’s Office at  
(518) 674-7066.

  Budget proposed for 
  the 2009-10 school year

Basic STAR tax savings  $ 461.46

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2009-10 by the qualified voters of the Averill Park Central School District in Rensselaer County, New York, will be held 
at Averill Park High School Auxiliary Gym, in said district on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, between the hours of 7 a.m. and 9 p.m., prevailing time in the Averill Park High 
School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot machine.

Overall budget proposal   Contingency
  Budget adopted Budget proposed budget for
  for the 2008-09 for the 2009-10 the 2009-10
  school year school year school year

Total budgeted amount $ 53,475,535 $ 55,950,456 $ 55,909,456
Increase for the 2009-10 school year   $ 2,474,921 $ 2,433,921
Percentage increase in each proposed budget    4.63%  4.55%
Change in the Consumer Price Index    3.8%
Resulting estimated property tax levy
 for the 2009-10 school year   $ 24,048,007 $ 24,007,007

Administrative component $ 3,986,938 $ 4,197,359 $ 4,197,359
Program component $ 39,568,959 $ 39,820,549 $ 39,779,549
Capital component $ 9,919,638 $ 11,932,548 $ 11,932,548

The proposed $55,950,456 budget is $1.3 million below the contingent budget cap allowed by law. Should the 
proposed budget not receive voter approval, a contingent budget will require cutting $41,000 of equipment from 
the proposed budget, along with the continuation of charging fees to community groups using District facilities. 
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