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Committed to the Pursuit of Life-Long Learning

MAY 2012 NEWS FROM

n Tuesday May 15, Averill Park residents will vote on a proposed $53,519,565 
budget for the 2012-2013 school year, a 2.77% spending decrease from the 
current year. This will be the third successive year of spending decreases totaling 
$2.4 million. 

Although spending has decreased over the past three years, the District has 
also experienced substantial State Aid reductions in the form of Gap Elimination 

Adjustments over that same period totaling $10.8 million.  These GEA’s have forced the 
District to exhaust almost all fund balance and available reserves to offset the reduction in 
State Aid in an effort to preserve core educational programs. The District’s revenues are also 
negatively impacted for 2012-13 by the elimination of Federal Jobs Restoration program 
funding which is providing $1.1 million to Averill Park in the current year.

Despite three consecutive years of budget decreases, revenue losses necessitate the 
District increasing the tax levy by 3.95%. This will achieve the Board’s goal of supporting 
the educational program while maintaining fiscal responsibility by complying with the State 
mandated tax levy limit. (Please see additional information of the Tax Levy Limit on page 2). 

The Board has also demonstrated its commitment to fiscal responsibility through 
efficient and effective management of expenditures as is illustrated by the latest NYS School 
Report Card – Fiscal Accountability Supplement available on page 7 of this newsletter. 
Unfortunately, economic factors outside of the District’s control are negatively influencing 
the Board’s ability to maintain the existing education program design. 

“We certainly are up against the perfect storm with reductions in state aid, rising costs, 
unfunded mandates and a property tax levy cap,” explained Board President Chris Foster 
to community members at several budget meetings at locations across the District. “At the 
end of this whole process no one will be happy with what is presented. This is all about 
compromise” he added. 

Involving the community was a major part of the budget process this year. The 
community was invited to a series of budget forums where there were presentations and 
then conversations with those assembled. The ideas and opinions expressed in these forums, 
along with online survey results helped to shape the proposed budget.

The result was a proposed 2012-2013 budget that eliminates 22 instructional positions, 
two administrative positions and 10 non-instructional positions. Interim Superintendent 
Michael Marcelle explained throughout the budget process to the community that “Averill 
Park has done everything it could to reduce costs yet still provide a quality program for our 
students. Unfortunately, once again we have to look at reducing programs for our students.”

Preserved in this proposed budget are: Full Day Kindergarten, Transportation, School 
Nurses, 1.5 Substance Abuse Counselors (AMS/APHS), Geometry (Grade 8), Earth Science 
(Grade 8), Music (Grades 1-8), Art (Grades 1-8), Advanced Placement courses, many 
Electives and Languages Other Than English classes, Junior Varsity and Varsity Sports, and 
Tech classes at APHS.

The Averill Park CSD is pursuing services with other school districts, more distance 
learning classes, Hudson Valley Community College and SUNY partnerships, and more.

District residents can vote on the budget on Tuesday, May 15 from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in 
the Averill Park High School Auxiliary Gym. Voters will also elect two school board members.

OVoters to decide two 
separate ballot issues
Residents will consider two ballot propositions

  Whether the proposed $53,519,565 
budget should be adopted.

  Which candidates should be elected to 
fill two (2) three-year seats on the Board  
of Education. 

 The candidates are in ballot order:  
Chris Foster 
Stuart Nippes 
Jessica Zweig

Budget Summary
  Proposed Budget 2012-2013

$53,519,565

  Budget Decrease 2.77%

  Estimated Tax Levy Percent 
Increase 3.95%

What’s Inside
  Board of Education Candidates

  Budget Information

  Off Broadway Players Impress Again

Spending Decreases for 3rd Year

Budget is Reduced by $1,524,753

Making a 
Difference
Page 4
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Why Is a 3.95% Tax Levy Increase Under the Cap?
➢ When New York passed a property tax cap last year, elected officials 
touted the new state law as a “2% tax cap”.

➢ But the law they passed instead requires school districts to use an 
eight-step formula to determine how much they can increase their 
tax levy by. As a result, most school districts can raise their tax levies 
by more than 2% and still be within the tax cap.

➢ The reason is the state’s formula allows exemptions for certain 
school expenditures that are outside a district’s control – such as 
contributions to the state retirement system – as well as allowances 
for growth in a community’s tax base.

➢ The Board decided to cap the tax levy increase at 3.95% in an at-
tempt to reduce the level of cuts that would be required to programs 
while still being mindful of our community’s taxpayers.

What happens if 
residents vote no 
on the Budget?
If the proposed budget is  
not approved 

➢ The district may resubmit the 
original budget or submit a 
revised budget to the voters on 
the third Tuesday in June  

         OR

➢ Adopt a contingency budget 
that levies a tax no greater 
than that of the prior year (0% 
increase in tax levy

Averill Park High School Off Broadway Players Impress Again  
The APHS Off-Broadway Players had 
another great season this year, with 
three big shows to their credit, a 
25% reduction in the usual season 
due to budget cuts.  Noel Coward’s 
classic Blithe Spirit came to life in 
the autumn. The mega production of 
A Christmas Carol brought over 200 
students from all district schools to 
our stage, and integrated the music 
program into the show, and spring 
brought Shakespeare’s A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream to the commu-
nity.   The company also continues 
to provide outreach and enrichment 
programs to the community, from 
free senior citizen shows to work in 
the elementary schools.

West Sand Lake K-Kids Spread 
Warmth to the Community

During the month of January 
the K-Kids (a Kiwanis sponsored 
elementary community service 
club) at West Sand Lake Elementary 
School organized a mitten tree 
service project titled “Spreading 
warmth to the community”. The 
WSL community donated many 
hats, scarves, gloves and mittens 
to the tree. In total, 203 items were 
collected and given to local agencies 
to help the less fortunate.

➢ Neighborhood elementary schools

➢ School Resource Officer

➢ School Nurse Practitioner

➢ Child Care Program

➢ Middle School CARES Program

➢ Summer School

➢ Service Learning

➢ Freshman Sports

➢ K-5 Health Classes

➢ K-8 HAL Services

➢ Grade 6 Tech class

➢ High School Family and 
Consumer Science

➢ High School Business

➢ Driver Education

➢ Arts-in-Education

➢ Late buses

➢ Alternative Education 
and GED Prep

What has been eliminated in the last 3 years?

Averill Parks’s 
Class of 2011

  94% of graduates 
earned Regents 
diplomas, 36% 
of those students 
earned Regents 
diplomas with 
advanced designa-
tion by completing 
additional require-
ments in science, 
math, and foreign 
languages

  5 students 
achieved a CTE 
(Career Technical 
Education) 
endorsement on 
their diploma 
through Questar III 
coursework

  80% of the 
class of 2011 
continued their 
formal education. 
Colleges included: 
Albany College 
of Pharmacy, 
Colgate University, 
Culinary Institute 
of America, Hofstra 
University, RPI, RIT, 
Syracuse University, 
Towson University, 
University of Rhode 
Island, West Point 
Military Academy, 
and various New 
York State (SUNY) 
Colleges
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REVENUES: Where money comes from to pay for Averill Park’s schools

State aid
State aid for both 
operating and capital 
expenses combined 
provide 43 percent of 
Averill Park’s revenues. 

Local taxes 
Local taxes provide 
about 50 percent of the 
district’s revenues.

	   
Source Actual Proposed Dollar
of Revenue 2011-12 2012-13 Change

State Aid Operating: $16,510,254* $16,689,258** 179,004

Local School Tax: 25,711,763 26,727,378 1,015,615

State Aid Capital: 6,162,847 6,209,561 46,714

Miscellaneous: 1,890,733 2,121,400 230,667

Fund Balance: 1,591,614 1,321,010 (270,604)

Reserves: 3,177,107 450,958 (2,726,149)

Total: $55,044,318 $53,519,565 (1,524,753)

EXPENSES: How money is spent for Averill Park’s schools
	   
Expenses Actual 2011-12 Proposed 2012-13 Dollar Change

Operating Expenses

Personnel - Salaries $27,188,303 $25,767,090 (1,421,213)

Personnel - Benefits 13,869,541 13,612,043 (257,498)

Non-Personnel Items 7,294,389 7,514,480 220,091

Total Operating Expenses $48,352,233 $46,893,613 (1,458,620)

Capital Expenses

Debt Service Buildings $6,503,701 $6,444,064 (59,637)

Debt Service Buses 188,384 181,888 (6,496)

Total Capital Expenses $6,692,085 $6,625,952 (66,133) 

Total $55,044,318 $53,519,565 (1,524,753)

REVENUES EXPENSES

State Aid 
(Operating 
Expenses)  
      = 31.18%

Local School 
Taxes = 
49.94%

Salaries  
= 48.15%

Benefits =  
25.43%

Non-
Personnel 
Operating 
Expenses 
= 14.04%

Debt Service
(Buildings)  
= 12.04%

Debt Service
(Buses) = .34%

State Aid 
(Capital 

Expenses) 
= 11.60%

Misc. 
= 3.96%

Reserves 
= 0.85%

Fund  
Balance
= 2.47% 

*Includes GAP Elimination State Aid reduction of $4,244,152     **Includes GAP Elimination State Aid reduction of $3,793,505

Student Academic 
Accomplishments 
at a Glance 
➢ Eleven AMS and 
APHS students 
participated in 
Rensselaer County 
Youth Summit 
to conference 
on prevention of 
underage drinking

➢ Kevin Curtin & 
Francesca Scatteregia 
represented APHS 
at the Tech Valley 
Leadercast event

➢ APHS students 
participated in 11 
College in the High 
School course and 
earned over 1500 
SUNY college credits

  Ashley Bloomfield 
named Commended 
Student in the 2012 
National Merit 
Scholarship Program

  Randall Feldhusen 
named Commended 
Student in the 2012 
National Merit 
Scholarship Program

  Senior Rebecca 
Zaremba named 
Finalist in the 
National Merit 
Scholarship Program

  The music department 
had the largest 
number of students 
in the last 15 years, 
participating in the 
NYSSMA festival with 
40 students attending
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Averill Park High School Freshman 
Learn Life Saving Techniques  
Members of the Sand Lake Ambulance squad taught Hands-Only 
CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation) & AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator) training to the entire freshman class (approx. 300 
students).   The volunteer ambulance team was lead by Robbie 
MacCue (a 2002 Averill Park Graduate).  Thank you to Sand Lake 
Ambulance for bringing these life saving techniques to the stu-
dents of Averill Park!

Miller Hill-Sand 
Lake Students are 
Making a Difference

A group of 5th graders 
meet every Wednesday 
morning at 9:30 a.m at 
the custodian’s closet to 
start and collect recycling 
throughout the building.   
The kids are learning the 
importance that their 
role plays as they have 
named themselves “THE 
RECYCLERS.” They enjoy 
the responsibility of col-
lecting paper, plastic and 
cardboard and separate all 
as needed and know they 
are making a difference.

Improving Energy Efficiency 
In 2004, the district began working with Energy Education Incorporated 
(EEI), a company that creates and helps implement customized, comprehen-
sive people-driven energy conservation programs.  To date the district has 
achieved a cost savings of 2.8 million dollars.  

The district has reached this milestone through the energy program which is 
supported by administrators, teachers and non-instructional staff, along with 
the solar panel system on the roof of the high school.  

The district had obtained a grant from NYSERDA to enable the district to 
install a 50,000 Kwh Photovoltaic System on the roof of the high school 
gym. This system was installed in June 2011 and is fully operational and 
working very well.  

For community members that are interested to see how the photovol-
taic system works and its output visit:  http://live.deckmonitoring.
com/?id=averill_park_csd___averill_park_high_school

SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNTS

Annual  
income  
range Exemption

$0 - $27,000 50%

$27,001 - 28,000 45%

$28,001 - $29,000 40%

$29,001 - $30,000 35%

$30,001 - $30,900 30%

$30,901 - $31,800 25%

$31,801 - $32,700 20%

$32,701 - $33,600 15%

$33,601 - $34,500 10%

$34,501 - $35,400 5%

The Board of Education 
discounts school taxes for 
residents who are over 
age 65 and meet income 
guidelines. These discounts 
must be applied for annually 
at the town assessor’s office.

Student Academic 
Accomplishments 
at a Glance 

  Seven HS Orchestra 
students participated 
in a festival with the 
Boston String Quartet 
in October

  Six music students 
were accepted into 
the Area All-State 
Music Festival

  Kelsey Sheldon (cello) 
was accepted and 
participated in the 
Conference All-State 
Festival — open to 
fewer than 700 of the 
more than 10,000 
throughout the state 
that auditioned

  Over two dozen 
students from AMS 
and APHS participate 
in All County music 
festivals

  Three music students 
participated in the 
Melodies of Christmas 
in December

  Five APHS seniors will 
be pursuing music 
as a major in college 
next year

  850 guests enjoyed 
a successful AMS 
musical
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Algonquin Odyssey of the Mind to Compete at the World Competition 
Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides creative problem-solving 
opportunities for students from kindergarten through college. Students apply their creativity to 
solve problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretations 
of literary classics.

Congratulations to Algonquin’s Odyssey of the Mind “You Make The Call” Problem Team as they 
have achieved a huge accomplishment in winning First Place at the New York State OM Competition 

in Binghamton!  The Al-
gonquin Team made a very 
strong Balsa Wood structure 
and did very well in the 
“spontaneous” portion of 
the competition.  
 
The next stop for the team 
is the Odyssey of the Mind 
World Finals in Ames, Iowa.  
The team members and 
their families have been 
actively fundraising for this 
trip so please keep your 
eyes out for ways to help 
them make their way to 
Ames for the Finals.

Learning Life Skills 
The delicious aroma of homemade macaroni and 

cheese and freshly baked bread wafts through the high 
school hallways.  This is typical when some of our 
Special Education students’ classes get ready for one of 
their cafés.  The café takes many weeks to prepare, and 
the students learn about meal planning and nutrition, 
practice grocery shopping skills, and assist in food 
preparation and serving.

Advance orders are taken from the faculty and 
staff in the high school building, so the students also 
gain the additional skills of tallying orders, collecting 
and counting money, and figuring out the change. 
Delivering the orders provides practice in social skills, 
while those who receive the food are treated to a 
wholesome meal.  It’s a win-win situation!   Some of 
the proceeds from the food we sell is used to support 
good causes in the area, and this has made the students 
more aware of the needs in our community.  In the 
past donations have been made to Doors of Hope, the 
Brunswick Food Pantry, the Berkshire Bird Paradise, 
and the Miracle League.

Student Academic 
Accomplishments 
at a Glance 

  The Off-Broadway 
Players and the 
music department 
combined forces to 
put on “A Christmas 
Carol” to rave 
reviews

  The APHS orchestra 
performs at Avery 
Fisher Hall in Lincoln 
Center on May 10

  HS Regional Art 
Exhibition 
Logan Swedick
first place 
Jeffrey Godbou
Juror’s Choice 
Award 
Deloris Woodson
chosen to represent 
entire exhibition 
with her image 
published in Times 
Union 

  BOCES Media 
Festival: Marissa 
Cylkoff, first place; 
Kristina Melius, 
second place, 
Marissa Clesceri, 
second place

  156 APHS students 
will complete 
236 Advanced 
Placement Courses
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Board of Education Candidates
There	are	3	candidates	for	two	(2)	seats	on	the	Board	of	Education.	The	following	biographies	
are	written	by	the	candidates	and	the	candidates	are	listed	in	ballot	order:	

For	more	candidate	information,	please	visit	the	district	website:	www.averillpark.k12.ny.us

Chris Foster
I have lived in the district for over 7 years with my wife, Kelly and 2 children.  
Our daughter Julia is a 3rd grader and son Nicholas is a 2nd grader at Miller 
Hill/Sand Lake.   

I am currently serving as the BOE President.  In my 3 years on the Board I have 
focused on working with those willing to have an open dialogue about our 
schools and how we can best serve the needs of our students and community.  
My decisions have been based on the data, feedback, and what is in the best 
long term interests of the District.  I continue to lobby Albany to make sure they 
know we want to be part of the solution.  

I look forward to the opportunity to remain on the Board and assist with the 
challenging times ahead.  Feel free to contact me at cfoster4apsb@gmail.com. 

Stuart Nippes
I grew up in Poestenkill and attended the Averill Park School District.  My 
experiences include but not limited to management positions and business 
owner. I have had a 20 year career with UPS Frieght; with job descriptions of 
driver, chairperson safety committee, and shop steward.  Currently I am a real 
estate agent with Alani Reality.  I am a member of RAAD (Rage against alcohol 
and drugs) and serve on their board. I am an active member of the Sand Lake 
Kiwanis.

I believe in giving back to my community. The community where I was raised; 
the community I call home. I have have been an advocate for education, 
reasonable taxes, and responsible school spending. I am asking you to elect me 
to the Board of Education of the Averill Park Schools. I believe I can contribute 
to the success of the school board district. It’s time the majority of the board 
members make decisions that are going to help the children’s education. It’s time 
for commonsense. It’s time to give true meaning to “Do It for the Kids”.

Jessica Zweig
As a life-long resident, graduate of the district, a home owner and mother of 
two school-aged children, I have a vested interest in the continued success of the 
Averill Park Central School District.  Currently a board member, I have proven 
experience in balancing the opportunities for our students with the challenges 
of District resources.  Prior to casting a vote, I review and research the facts and 
carefully contemplate my decision for the benefit of the District and the entire 
community.  My pledge is to continue providing respectful and constructive 
input to Board policies and operations.  In addition, I vow to engage Albany 
-- asking for equitable restructuring or removal of the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment, meaningful mandate relief, and sound education policy reform.  
Modifications in state-imposed issues will significantly aid our public school 
system and strengthen our community.

Chris Foster

Stuart Nippes

Jessica Zweig

APHS Athletic 
Accomplishments 
at a Glance 
  The following 
teams have been 
recognized by 
the New York 
State Public High 
School Athletic 
Association for 
achieving a team 
wide grade point 
average of 90 or 
higher

  Fall and 
Winter Sports:  
Boys’ Cross Country 
Girls’ Cross Country 
Football 
Golf 
Boys’ Soccer 
Girls’ Soccer 
Girls’ Tennis 
Girls’ Volleyball 
Boys’ Bowling 
Girls’ Bowling 
Boys’ Basketball 
Girls’ Basketball 
Boys’ Indoor Track 
Girls’ Indoor Track

  Wrestling: 
Cody Mosley broke 
the school record for 
career wins (130 wins)

Allan McNeil placed 
3rd at Section 2 
Tournament

Gary Goodermote 
placed 4th at Section 
2 Tournament

Vini Polsinello 
named JV coach of 
the year
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 2009-2010 School Year General Education Special Education

 Instructional Expenditures $26,851,398 $11,768,324

 Pupils 3,370 518

 Instructional Expenditures Per Pupil $7,968 $22,719

 Instructional Expenditures $7,931,685,291 $3,040,144,023

 Pupils 818,103 112,811

 Instructional Expenditures Per Pupil $9,695 $26,949

 Instructional Expenditures $30,088,158,593 $11,362,166,093

 Pupils 2,709,505 422,576

 Instructional Expenditures Per Pupil $11,105 $26,888

New York State Education Law and the Commissioner’s Regulations require the attachment of the NYS School Report Card 
to the public school district budget proposal. The regulations require that certain expenditure ratios for general education 
and special education students be reported and compared with ratios for similar districts and all public schools. The 
required ratios for this district are reported below.

The New York State School Report Card Fiscal Accountability 
Supplement for Averill Park Central School District

This 
School 
District

Similar 
District 
Group

All Public 
Schools

Similar District Group Description:  Average Need/Resource Capacity

Poestenkill Jumps to Save Hearts 
Poestenkill Elementary School Jumped to Save Hearts and 148 students stayed after school to participate in the 
annual event. During PE classes, students in grades 3-5 worked on being proficient at a variety of jump rope skills 
in preparation for the event.  Their determination to help those in our area to fight heart disease and stroke was 
evident with a donation total of $14,106.00!!  

This was the 20th year as host of a jump rope for heart event at Poestenkill. The event has grown from 36 par-
ticipants in the first year and raising just $3,000 to what it is today.  The children really know that they are making 
a difference to help people while doing an event that is fun.

Averill Park CSD is in good standing and is a high achieving school district. The district is reaching these standards all while keeping costs down.  
Averill Park’s cost per pupil is significantly less than other districts of similar size within New York State.

  Winter 
Cheerleading-
Varsity Cheer:  
Placed 3rd in the 
Broadalbin Perth and 
Ravena competitions

  Bowling: Catie Bell  
Co-MVP Suburban 
Council 2011-2012 

  Cross Country: 
Andrew Tario- State 
Meet in cross country 
and Federation Meet 
in Cross Country

  Boy’s Basketball:  
Team was a scholar 
Athlete team for the 
9th straight season

Nick Hess was a 
finalist for the Section 
2 Scholar athlete of 
the winter season

Dan VanRoy was a 
Suburban council All 
Star

  Girls’ Basketball: 
Varsity girls basketball 
team won its third 
consecutive Section 
II Class A Title in the 
last seven years by 
defeating Scotia-
Glenville 41-33

Brooke O’Shea was 
named Section II Class 
A M.V.P.

APHS Athletic 
Accomplishments 
at a Glance 
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Overall budget proposal   Contingency
  Budget adopted Budget proposed budget for
  for the 2011-12 for the 2012-13 the 2012-13
  school year school year school year

Total budgeted amount $  $55,044,318    $53,519,565    $52,503,950 
Increase/Decrease for the 2012-13 school year   $  (1,524,753)  $ (2,540,368)
Percentage increase (decrease) in each  
proposed budget    -2.77%  -4.62%
Change in the Consumer Price Index    3.20%
School Tax Levy Limit   $ 26,409,580 
Proposed School Tax Levy (without permissible 

  exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit)   $ 26,409,580 $ 25,711,763
Total Permissible Exclusions   $ 316,832 
Proposed School Tax Levy (including permissible 

  exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit)   $ 26,726,412 $ 25,711,763
Adminstrative component $ 4,215,844 $ 3,999,410 $ 3,908,795
Program component $ 40,390,635 $ 39,304,966 $ 38,379,966
Capital component $ 10,437,839 $ 10,215,189 $ 10,215,189

Should the proposed budget not receive voter approval, a contingent budget would require the possible 
reduction of non-contingent expenses such as, art, athletics, foreign languages, high school electives, 
kindergarten, middle school literacy and music totaling $925,000.  Administrative expenses totaling $90,615 
would also have to be reduced to comply with the statutory administrative budget cap.

  

Who may vote?
In order to vote, you must be at least 18 
years old, a U.S. Citizen, and a resident of the 
Averill Park CDS for at least 30 days prior to 
May 15. Advance registration is NOT required 
however, you will be asked to show proof of 
residency.  Such forms may include a driver’s 
license, a non-driver identification card, a 
utility bill, or a voter registration card.

How Can I Vote by Absentee Ballot?
Residents who will be out of town or unable 
to vote in person can vote by absentee 
ballot. You must complete an application to 
receive an absentee ballot. Applications may 
be requested by calling the District Clerk’s 
office at 674-7085 or picked up at the 
District Office, located in the Averill Park High 
School at 146 Gettle Road. All completed 
ballots must be received by the district clerk 
no later than 5p.m. on May 15.

When and Where do we vote?
Tuesday May 15, 2012 
Averill Park High School auxiliary gym
Polls are open from 7 a.m.- 9 p.m.

Still have questions?
Visit the school district website

 www.averillpark.k12.ny.us

School districts are required by state 
law to mail this information to all 
households within the district. 

If you would like additional 
information about the proposed 
budget, please call the Superint-
endent’s Office at (518) 674-7066.

s

Basic STAR exemption impact
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings:

Averill Park Central School District
SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET NOTICE

  Budget proposed for the 2012-13 school year
 Basic STAR tax savings $ 494

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2012-2013 by the qualified voters of the Averill Park Central 
School District,  Rensselaer County, New York, will be held at Averill Park High School Auxiliary Gym, in said 
district on Tuesday, May 15, 2012 between the hours of 7:00am and 9:00pm, prevailing time in the Averill 
Park High School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot machine.


