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Dear Residents of the Averill Park Central School District: 

On March 26th, the Board of Education approved a $12.9 million Capital Improvement Project to be voted 
upon by you in a referendum vote on May 21– the day of the annual school budget vote. The proposed 
project includes renovations, technology upgrades and addresses critical repairs as well as health and 
safety needs. 

This project is the result of a community group who volunteered in 2010 to examine the district’s facilities 
and make recommendations for improvements.  Their work was extensive, and reported out to the Board 
of Education in November 2011.  

The improvement areas were broken down by priority areas 1-4, with 1 being top priority items to 
address, and 4 for those items that can be deferred for the immediate future.  The project being put 
forward includes all of the areas in priority items 1, 1.5, 2, and 2.5 and encompasses improvements 
district-wide.  Primarily, these are infrastructure improvements, containing such items as replacing boilers, 
repairing roofs, configuring traffic flow, upgrading technology and upgrading the “behind-the-scene” 
equipment in the high school auditorium.  These are not improvements that are eye-catching, or 
exciting.  These are the normal items that any owner does to a property in order to maintain it properly. 

Due to a previous project which will be ending at the same time, there will be no increase in the tax 
levy to complete this project.  

• Utilizing all of the state aid available, approximately 82.5% of the project would be paid for by 
New York State.   

• Usually the remaining 17.5% would be paid for by local taxpayers.  Fortunately we will not have to 
ask the community to pay more in taxes to complete this capital improvement project. There is 
$240k of debt being retired from the last building project this year.  The balance of $210k 
annually needed for the proposed building project would not result in a tax increase for district 
residents.  

• If the debt were allowed to go away each tax payer would get less than 1% back on their taxes 
and ultimately the work will need to be done on the buildings at a higher financial burden to 
residents. 

More information about the proposed capital project is available on the website. A flyer detailing the 
project will be mailed to district residents in April. Should you have any questions, please contact me 
at hoffmanj@averillpark.k12.ny.us or call 674-7066. 

Sincerely, 

James D. Hoffman, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


