
The Jottings 
  

Algonquin Middle School    May 10, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Taylor South 



Principal’s Message 

 

One School, One Book – Spring Edition! 

This spring, under the leadership of Ms. Ekstrom, our school Library 

Media Specialist, and Mrs. Magill, our school Literacy Interventionist, 

students and staff have been reading the book Restart by Gordon 

Korman.   

 

This is a highly engaging story of a troubled middle school boy, 

Chase, who makes a dangerous decision to jump off a roof of a home 

and ends up with amnesia.  When Chase wakes from a coma he 

realizes that he previously was not making the best decisions he could 

have in his relationships with family and friends, his school work or 

his plans for the future.  Chase then works hard to start a new direction 

with his life.     

 

Please consider asking your child about our One School, One Book 

program, what they think about Restart and what connections they see 

between this novel and our school’s Warrior Way principles.    

            

Grade 8 Recognition Day: Tuesday, June 25 – 8:30am 

On behalf of the faculty of Algonquin Middle School, we are pleased to announce that our Grade 8 

Recognition Day Assembly will take place on Tuesday, June 25th at 8:30am in the AMS New Gym.  At 

this assembly, each eighth grade student will be recognized as we finish the year and they prepare to 

move on to high school. 

  

Parents and guardians are invited to attend the Grade 8 Recognition Day Assembly, however, 

seating is limited.  As such, we encourage parents and guardians to not bring additional family 

members to this event.   

 

From time to time, we will get questions about holding our Recognition Day event in a location that 

would allow families to bring as many guests as they would like.  Unfortunately the only way for the 

school to be able to do that would be to hold the event at a rented facility off campus, which presents 

financial and logistical challenges.  Thank you for your understanding.     

            

Spring Concerts 

Our Spring Concerts will get under way shortly.   The Grade 6 Concert will take place on Thursday, May 

30th at 7pm in the AMS Auditorium.  Grades 7 & 8 will be performing on Tuesday, June 4th at 7pm in 

the AMS Auditorium.   We hope that you can come out and enjoy the outstanding sounds of our middle 

level music program and see the tremendous growth students have made in their performance abilities 

throughout this school year.  

            

As always, please be in touch if we can be of any assistance as we finish another outstanding school year 

here at Algonquin.  

 

Sincerely, 

Rob Messia, Principal 



 

 

The Grade 8 Recognition Day Assembly will be held on 

Tuesday, June 25 at 8:30am in the New Gymnasium 

 
 

 

 
 

Grade 8 Families:  High School Orientation 

In late summer, the Averill Park High School will hold a locker night 

program so incoming freshmen may receive their schedules and 

lockers and familiarize themselves with the high school building.  

More information about this event will be shared by the high school 

administration.  Thank you.   

 



 

 

         

 

             6th Grade 

WARRIOR WALL 
  

Congratulations to our February and March Wall of Fame recipients. Students in 6th grade are chosen by teachers 

for evidence of excellent character, including citizenship, trustworthiness, and respect for others, responsibility, 

fairness, caring, and, in particular, an outstanding contribution to our community. 

  

Our 6th grade February AMS Warriors are: 

  

Kayleigh Ahern                            Tyler Bushey 

Liam Fitch                                 Declan Flanigan 

Hailie Lucier                   Sophie Miller 

Ayla Morse                              Jacob Phelps 

Jasmine Scribner                              Lillian Wohlleber 

 

  

Our 6th grade March AMS Warriors are: 

                                              

                  Olivia Durocher                                  Lauren Laferriere 

Tanner Lettko                                     Nicholas Lubas 

Jill McKinney                                       Kiah Morey 

Emma Padalino                                   Austin Rouleau 

Chava Theill                                       Tucker Whitbeck 

 

 

 



From the Nurse’s Desk 

Parents and Guardians – Please stop by the nurse’s office to pick up medications 

and EPI pens by June 24, 2019.  Anything left will be disposed of by 2:30pm on 

June 24, 2019. 

Seventh Grade Physicals and Meningitis Vaccination: 

A reminder that New York State Education Law requires a medical exam be on file for all SEVENTH 

grade students.  A private physician provides the extra benefit of not only consulting with the parent at the time of the 

exam on their child's growth and development, but also provides needed immunizations and follow-up care. Please find 

the physical form enclosed with your child’s end of the year report card.  

The seventh grade physical is due by October 31, 2019 

All 7th grade students must have the Tdap immunization and the Meningococcal vaccination by the time they turn 

11. If your child is not 11 when school starts they will need to be immunized when they turn 11 years old. If your child is 

10 years old, they are eligible for the Boostrix Tdap immunization.  

The ACIP recommendations for meningococcal vaccine are: 

• A single dose of vaccine against meningococcal serogroups A, C, W-135, and Y (MenACWY vaccine; brand 

names Menactra® or Menveo®) should be administered to all adolescents at age 11 or 12 years. This is a 7th 

grade requirement. 

 

Sixth Grade Tdap requirement: 

All incoming 6th grade students are required to have the Tdap immunization.  Please provide documentation of this 

immunization.  The Tdap immunization comes in 2 forms, Boostrix which is given to student’s age 10 years old or Adacel 

which is provided to students who are 11 years old. Your student needs to be immunized with the Tdap immunization by or 

on their 11th birthday.  

Proof of immunization from the immunizing physician or the Department of Health is required.  

Athletics/Sports: 

If your student is trying out for a sport, they need a current sport physical and to register on Family ID. All sports physicals 

need to be into the health office by August 5, 2019. If you have questions please call or email.  Please plan ahead and make 

your student’s doctor’s appointment for over the summer, Doctors schedules fill up quickly. Please scan to me or fax the 

completed physical to lanouea@apcsd.org or fax to 518-674-8426 or 518-674-0671. No photos of physicals will be 

accepted. 

Information regarding Family ID will be sent via email over the summer, keep checking for it. 

 
CHILD HEALTH PLUS–free or low-cost health insurance for New York State children! 

If your child is under the age of 19, not eligible for Medicaid, and has limited or no health insurance, look into Child Health Plus!  New 

York State helps pay the cost.  The plan covers: 

Inpatient hospital care      Outpatient surgery 

Physical exams, well-child and immunizations                Emergency care 

Diagnosis and treatment of illness or injury    Short-term therapeutic services 

X-rays and lab tests      Outpatient treatment for alcoholism 

Prescription drugs      Substance abuse and mental health 

Choose a health plan near you!  No cost or low cost! 

To learn more about Child Care Plus, call 1-800-698-4KID (1-800-698-4543). 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to email me over the summer at lanouea@apcsd.org  I will be 

checking email periodically.  If you need to fax any information over the summer please use the main fax number which is 

518-674-8426 or 518-674-0671. 

Have a healthy, safe, summer. 

mailto:lanouea@apcsd.org


 
 
 





SUMMER LOAN IS COMING! 
 

Did you know your child can check out books from the AMS Library and keep them all summer?  It's a unique 

program the AMS Library provides called Summer Loan.  Students can take up to 10 books.  If you’d like your 

child to participate, you need to fill out a permission slip in this Jottings.  Summer Loan permission slips are 

due on Thursday, May 23rd.  For more information, see the permission slip in this newsletter.  Summer Loan 

permission slips can also be found in the library.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. 

Ekstrom.  ekstromr@apcsd.org 

 

mailto:ekstromr@apcsd.org


ALGONQUIN PARENT ORGANIZATION 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO: 
 
Past Events: 
 
 March 4th at 7:00 pm was the last APO meeting for the year was held on March 4th at 7:00 pm in the Library meeting room 
at Algonquin.  
Thank you to all who attended.   
 
April 9 - April 15th      Algonquin Book Fair: (buy one – get one free).  This event was a great success. Students and faculty 
had the opportunity to purchase books during lunch periods.  Thank you to Denise Nero and all who volunteered their 
time to make it a success 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
 
May 21 - 5th Grade parent night. Parents of 5th graders will tour the school from 6:30-7:30pm. 
 
Algonquin APO Fundraiser- APO “WARRIORS” GEAR - SPRING SALE  
Looking for “Warrior” Gear for the spring?  Check out the APO apparel sale Orders are due by May 14th.  Click on the 
following link for more information.  Thank you for supporting the APO with this apparel sale.   
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U-bCyOUZhOzYYs8_cR5fxKrYuJhI8vfR/view?usp=shari 
ng  
__________________________________________________ 
 
PARENT HELP NEEDED - APO FAREWELL DANCE PLANNING  
Please consider attending an informational meeting on May 15th at 7pm for the planning committee for the Grade 8 
Farewell Dance.  Any parents in Grades 6-8 are more than welcome to join this group to help make the Farewell Dance 
memorable for our students.  Thank you, Liz Brophy, Farewell Dance Committee  
Chair  
____________________________________________ 
 
June 7th - Grade 8 Farewell Dance 7:00pm-9:00pm.  Parents in any grade are needed to chaperone this event. We will 
need 6th and 7th grade parents to help with set up and get ideas for their children in the years to come. Many hands 
make light work. 8th grade parents are invited to be on the planning committee.  We need help planning, decorating, and 
cleaning up after.  If you can help, please email Liz Brophy at lbrophy78@gmail.com.  If interested in helping please attend 
the Committee Meeting May 15th at 7 pm. This event will be held in the AMS cafeteria.  This dance is not a semi-formal, 
and students should dress as if going to a nice restaurant. Tickets will be available for purchase by eighth grade students 
only during lunch periods.  All refreshments will be provided by the APO and parents, free of charge. A sign up for items 
to be donated and help will be sent out closer to the event date. 
 
June 25th - 8th Grade Recognition –   After the ceremony, parents and 8th graders are welcome to gather in the gym for 
some snacks and beverages.  It’s a great time to take some photos with friends.   
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French Club – 8th Grade 

Eighth Grade French club members are traveling to Quebec City, Quebec, Canada for three days. 

They will be gone from May 24-26.  They will have an awesome opportunity to visit a foreign 

culture and try using some of their language skills they have been perfecting the past 2½ 

years.  They will visit Old Quebec, a copper museum, Ste. Anne de Beaupré basilica, 

Montmorency Waterfalls and many historical sites relative to our own history. Wish them Bon 

Voyage! And thanks to the teacher chaperones for giving up their entire weekend. 

 

Eighth Grade Proficiency Testing (Speaking Test) 

Eighth grade students are beginning the oral component of their foreign language exam.  They 

will meet with their teacher for a private oral exam two separate times. Please remind your student 

not to miss these two very important meetings.  Each one is worth 10% of their Proficiency exam 

grade. Just a reminder, when your child passes this exam, they receive one high school LOTE 

(Languages other than English) credit, which is a NYS requirement for graduation.  Please contact 

your child’s teacher if you have questions about this very important assessment. 

 

French Club – 7th Grade 

Seventh Grade French club is going to Montreal, Quebec, Canada for a day trip on Friday, May 

10.  They have an incredible opportunity to visit a foreign culture and tried using some of their 

language skills they have been learning the past 1½ years.  They're exploring many different 

venues, including the Olympic Stadium from the 1976 Olympics, a park at the top of the city and 

the Old Port area. For many, it will be the first time out of the country.  And "merci" to the 

teachers traveling with us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAY/JUNE Calendar 

 

May 1 & 2 NYS Math Assessment  

May 3 & 6 NYS Math Assessment Make Up Days  

May 9 Earth Science Entrance Exam  

May 9 Richtol’s Read All Day  

May 10 Grade 7 Montreal Trip  

May 11 NYSSMA Solo Festival  

May 13 Board of Education Meeting-High School 6:30pm 

May 14 Grade 6 – Pre-Algebra Entrance Aptitude Test 7:00am-8:15am 

May 15 Grade Panoramic Photo  

May 15 Global 9 Honors Exam 7:45am & 2:45pm 

May 15 Grade 6 – Pre-Algebra Entrance Aptitude Test 2:35pm- 3:45pm 

May 17 Spanish 8 NYC Trip  

May 21 5th Grade Parents Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 

May 21 BUDGET VOTE & SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION-APHS 

Auxiliary Gym 
7:00am-9:00pm 

May 22 Grade 5 Concert 10:00am-10:45am 

May 24-26 Grade 8 Quebec City Trip  

May 27 Memorial Day – No School  

May 28 Grade 7 Jiminy Peak - Team 3 (Rain date May 31)  

May 29 Grade 7 Jiminy Peak - Team 4 (Rain date May 31)  

May 30 Grade 6 Concert  7:00pm 

May 30 NYS Science Performance Test Grade 8  

May 31 NYS Science Performance Grade 8 Make Up  

May 31 Grade 5 Mixer at AMS 6:00pm-8:00pm 
 

JUNE Calendar  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 3 Grade 8 NYS Science Written Assessment  

June 4 NYS Science Written Assessment Grade 8 - Make Up  

June 4 7 & 8 Grade Concert- AMS 7:00pm-8:30pm 

June 7 Grade 8 Farewell Dance 7:00pm-9:00pm 

June 10 Board of Education High School-LGI 6:30pm 

June 18 Grade 8 Rehearsal, APHS Tour, Grade 8 Picnic  

June 19 Common Core Algebra Regents 1:15pm 

June 20 Physical Settings/Earth Science Regents 1:15pm 

June 21 Common Core Geometry Regents 9:15am 

June 21 Grades 6 & 8 Social Studies Exam  

June 21 Grade 7 LOTE Exam  

June 24 Grade 6 Science Exam  

June 24 Grade 7 Social Studies Exam  

June 24 Grade 8 LOTE Proficiency  

June 24 Last Day of School – 10:55 a.m. Dismissal  

June 25 Grade 8 Recognition Day Assembly   8:30am 



PUBLIC NOTIFICATION  

The Averill Park Central School District’s Board of Education, its officers and employees shall not discriminate on the 

basis of age, color, religion, creed, disability, marital status, veteran status, national origin, race, gender, genetic 

predisposition, carrier status, sexual orientation in its educational programs, services or activities.  A complete copy of the 

grievance procedures regarding discrimination may be obtained in any of the school offices. 

Sharon Lawrence, Compliance Officer 

District Office 

146 Gettle Road, ST1 

Averill Park, NY   12018 

In compliance with Section 504 (of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973) Averill Park offers assistance to students, parents (for 

school-related purposes pertaining to their child) and staff qualifying as having a disabling condition as defined under 

Section 504. 

For further information or to make a referral for such assistance, you may contact: 

Kathryn Dorgan, Section 504 Coordinator  

146 Gettle Road, ST1 

Averill Park, NY   12018 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=146+Gettle+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=146+Gettle+Road&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Prevention News        Sean’s Run 2019 

 

Averill Park had a great experience at Sean’s Run this year which was held on Sunday, April 28 at 

Chatham High School. 

 

15 students participated.  We had a great showing with great times being posted for the Battle of the 

Belt Competitions and both races.  

 

Algonquin placed first in the Battle of the Belts competition.  The team consisted of:  Greg Effman, 

Owen Perala, Sam Bonesteel, and Tyler Michaels. 

 

The High School Battle of the Belt team placed third. The team consisted of:  Nancy Mainville, Silvio 

D′Arcangelis, Audrey Rafferty, and Aerianna Kristel. 

 

Students from Algonquin finishing within the top 100 runners in the 5K race were:  Owen Perala (25 

minutes), Kaiden Goddard-Hathaway (:25:01), Sam Bonesteel (:25:01), Tyler Michaels (:25:02), Greg 

Effman (:25:17), Marissa Bertos (:30:52), and Jacob Crupi (:31:54). 

 

At the high school, we had 2 medal winners.  Serenity Thomas came in 2nd place for her division with 

a time of :24:26 and Noah Bonesteel came in 1st place for his division with a time of :18:07. 

 

Our Algonquin team also had a winner in the Meghan’s Mile Race.  Delaney Padelsky earned a 2nd 

place metal for her division with a time of :14:21.  

 

Also, Madeline Messia, age 5, won second place in the race for her division with a time of :13:04. 

 

Our combined Averill Park team consisted of: 

Marissa Bertos, Sam Bonesteel, Jacob Crupi, Greg Effman, Kaiden Goddard-Hathaway, Tyler 

Michaels, Delaney Padelsky, Owen Perala, Silvio D Arcangelis, Aerianna Kristel, Nancy Mainville, Kit 

Orologio, Audrey Rafferty, Serenity Thomas and Lauren Wicks. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By George Fudge 

 


